
 
The Shelby County Fair Talent Show is open to conte stants from all areas but each act must have a 
minimum number of contestants that live in Shelby C ounty. A five person act must have a minimum of 
three members from Shelby County; a three or four p erson act must have at least two members from 
Shelby County; duos must have one member from Shelb y County; solo acts must reside in Shelby 
County.  
 
No more than five persons are allowed in one act. P iano accompanist is not included toward the 
member limit for vocal performers. No more than thr ee accompanists permitted per act. Drums, 
amps, etc are discouraged due to limited set up tim e. No combos, rock bands or similar musical 
groups permitted. Contestants need to provide their own keyboard, if necessary, and should 
check with show coordinator well before the show to  make sure the keyboard will be 
compatible with the sound system. 
 
Contestants may appear only once during the Talent Show – not in a group and also as a single act. 
Professionals are NOT permitted to compete. This in cludes anyone whose principal source of income 
is derived from their talent. Compensation from per forming at weddings or similar events does not 
constitute a principal source of income. 
 
Solo or vocal groups may use Karaoke style  tracks as a background. No lead vocal tracks may be  on 
the backing music. Any recorded music may be used a s accompaniment for dance acts, baton, 
tumbling, etc. Recorded music must be on CD. No cas sette tapes. 
 
Each act is limited to a maximum of four minutes pe rformance time. Set up time is not included in this  
time allotment. Set up time is limited to one minut e. Acts, such as tumbling, must provide their own 
mats and are limited to the one minute set up time.  
 
Age Divisions: Contestants twelve and younger will compete in one division. Contestants age 13 and 
older will compete in another. A group composed of 12 and 13 year olds will compete in the 13 and 
up division. Any group containing a member 14 years  of age or older will compete in the 13 and up 
division. Cash prizes will be awarded for First, Se cond and Third place in each division. 
 
Groups must form a straight line for introductions.  Acts may not dance onto or off the area. After 
introductions, you may take any position you wish t o begin your performance. 
 
Name, complete address, no PO boxes, birth date, ag e, phone number, including area code, and 
type of talent information must be given before com petition. Talent Show officials reserve the right t o 
verify the residency of any contestant. Multiple me mber acts need to supply one person from the 
group to act as a contact person for the Fair. Addi tional members of the act need to supply only 
name, birth date, age and address. The Shelby Count y Fair will only contact the group contact 
person, not individual members of the group. 
 
The Shelby County Fair strives to present an entert aining, family orientated program enjoyable to 
contestants and spectators. It also reserves the ri ght to interpret or modify the above rules at any t ime 
before or during the contest and reserves the right  to allow performers to compete based on 
entertainment value and/or the spirit of fair compe tition. Contestants agree decision of Fair Official s is 
final.  
 
The Shelby County Fair Talent Show is NOT affiliate d with the Iowa State Fair. Contestants 
should not expect to compete at the State Fair base d on their performance at the Shelby 
County Fair.  


